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MOZART BOYS’ CHOIR OF VIENNA 
 
Often mistaken for the Vienna Boys' Choir, the Vienna Mozart Boys' Choir was formed in 1937 by a 
former conductor-in-chief of the Vienna Boys' Choir (1930-1937), Dr. Georg Gruber, using several former 
members of that choir and others from Austria. 
 
This choir (with members aged nine to fourteen) was the ill-fated group that got caught, literally, in the 
middle of World War II in Sept. 1939 when their ship (and return passage home) was taken over for the 
war effort. Stuck in Australia during their last leg of their world tour, everyone of these boys, save one, 
would remain in Australia not only throughout the duration of the war, but throughout the duration of their 
own lives. 
 
What started out as a goodwill gesture with Melbourne's Archbishop Daniel Mannix allowing the boys to 
become members of his newly-formed 'St. Patrick's Cathedral Boys Choir' and local families providing a 
place for the "Twenty Nightingales of Vienna" to live, within a short amount of time, when Australia joined 
the war, the boys were seen as the enemy. Still, as a matter of survival (there was nothing they could do, 
they couldn't travel abroad and their families back home insisted they stay; also their leader, accused of 
being a Nazi, was imprisoned, never to be seen again by his very loyal choir), the boys persevered and 
nonetheless found a way to survive so far away from their families. 
 
Many years later, when these boys, now old men, would recollect their ordeal, all said it was better that 
they had stayed in Australia, for a return home to Austria certainly would have been a death sentence. 
 
Gruber ("Prisoner V2127") was finally released in November of 1947 and returned home to Austria where 
he was cleared of all charges following a deNazification tribunal. In 1953, he relocated to South Africa, 
obtaining the post of professor of music at Rhodes University. He founded the Rhodes University 
Chamber Choir. He was remembered as a quiet man, devout Catholic and 'everybody's kindly uncle'. He 
died there in 1979. [D. Miller] 
 
https://www.boysoloist.com/artist.asp?VID=5428 
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