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Parents of Inland Children's Chorus Me

It is with regret we must inform you of Management's decision to dis=-
continue sponsorship of our Inland Children's Chorus, This decision
evolved only after thorough cc ideration of all aspects of the program
and its effect on the children who are members of the Chorus, their
parents, our employes and the community,

We are sure you are aware that in recent years, interest and attendance
at the concerts s been waning drastically, even in spite of our decision

to invite the public to attend our wonderful progra

We believe our performanc ave been of the s e high quality and
just as entertaining as those presented during the long history of full
and enthusiastic attendance and, therefore, attribute the loss of interest
to the pre npetition f he leisure hours of ryone through
the wide diversity of entertainment and recreational programs available,

We take this opportunity t« pre ation for the sincere
devotion you and your children ha : to the Chorus and hope
you will join us in reflecting upon the many unforgettable hours of joy-
ful music provided for us by the child n the p

Sincere

seneral Manager

TOM:msr

, 1970

InlandChorus.com
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Inland Discontinues

Children’s

By BETTY DIETZ
Daily News Fine Arts Editor

After 35 years, the Inland
Children’s chorus program is
being dropped by the sponsor-
ing Inland Manufacturing divi-
sion of General Motors. Since
the death of the founding
director Richard Westbrock,
Joseph Geiger has trained the
children.

The chorus is being dis-
banded for a number of rea-
sons, according to T. O. Mat-
thews, general manager.
Some lessening of interest an-
dattendance on the part of the
youngsters was a factor but
weighing even more heavily
was the response of parents
(mostly Inland employes) and
the community in general.

“IN. TERMS of value re-
ceived, cost per employe af-
fected in our sphere of activi-
ties (West Side and Vandalia),
it has been more costly than
any otherprogram,” Mat-
thews said.

“I’'m sorry to say it’s a sign
of the times,” he added.

Chorus

“There are so many activities
now, so many demanding of
the parents’ time as chaui-
feurs and in other ways.”

Another factor in the deci-
sion was the slackening inter-
est on the part of the public.
When attendance by Inland
employes at chorus concerts
dropped off, the doors were
opened- to the public. Even so,
Matthews noted, recent pro-
grams drew only 800 to 1,000.
In thepast, it was not unusual
for the chorus to sing to ca-
pacity audiences at Memorial
hall.

ACCORDING to the Inaldnd
executive, “People say the
programming hasn’t kept pace
and that may be. The public
today is exposed to so much
professional performance that
it’s difficult to compete.”

Each year the tchorus has
been giving back-to-back pro-
grams at the Dayton Art insti-
tute and for many years par-
ticipated in Christmas con-
certs with the Dayton Philhar-
monic orchestra.

July 1970
The Dayton Daily News

InlandChorus.com
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