
Memorial Hall, completed January 1910, was dedicated as a memorial for local soldiers who served in the Civil and Spanish-American 
Wars. In 1955, a citizen's committee, including J. D. O'Brien, directed a restoration completed in 1956. Memorial Hall in Dayton was 
added to the National Register of Historic Places on July 14, 1988. The Inland Children’s Chorus performed at Memorial Hall for 34 years. 
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Courtesy of Wright State University, Dayton Daily News Archive

From left: Mason Roberts, general manager, Frigidaire division, General Motors corporation; Robert Oelman, CEO National Cash Register Company;
Earl Hagerman, Dayton financial director and committee chair; John D. O’Brien, general manager, Inland division, General Motors corporation.

Citizen’s Planning Committee
Memorial Hall Restoration 1955



December 1956
T h e  I n l a n d e r
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MEMORIAL HALL — With its beautiful new interior decorations, comfortable theater-type seats and improved acoustics, has become the show place of
Dayton. It will take on added lustre, Wednesday, December 19, when the Inland Children’s Chorus, directed by Joseph P. Geiger and accompanied by
Paul Ray Jones, presents its 21st annual Employes Christmas Program from the englarged stage. Mr. Geiger superimposed above at the right.
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